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I AM WRITING TO EXPRESS MY SUPPORT FOR THE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATIONS (FAR)
COUNCIL’S PROPOSAL TO REPEAL THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION’S RULES ON FEDERAL
CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY. THE RULE WOULD REQUIRE EACH PROSPECTIVE CONTRACTOR,
UNDER PENALTY OF CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR FALSE SWEARING, TO CERTIFY THE
CONTRACTOR’S COMPLIANCE WITH ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND FOREIGN LABOR, EMPLOYMENT,

TAX, ENVIRONMENTAL, ANTITRUST, AND “CONSUMER PROTECTION” LAWS AND REGULATIONS
OVER THE PREVIOUS THREE YEARS.

THE RULE WOULD ALSO FORCE CONTRACTING OFFICERS TO MAKE DETERMINATIONS
CONCERNING THE CONTRACTOR'’S SATISFACTORY COMPLIANCE WITH SUCH LAWS AND
REGULATIONS BASED ON VAGUE CRITERIA, LEADING TO INCONSISTENT APPLICATION.

PUNITIVE AND UNNECESSARY, THIS RULE WOULD HAVE A DEVASTATING EFFECT ON FEDERAL
CONTRACTING. CONTRARY TO THE SPIRIT OF EARLIER PROCUREMENT STREAMLINING REFORM,
THE RULE WOULD RESULT IN UNCERTAINTIES, INCREASED LEGAL CHALLENGES, WASTEFUL
DELAYS, AND UNWARRANTED NEW REGULATORY BURDENS. THE RULE LACKS A RATIONAL
BASIS BECAUSE IT HAS EFFECTIVLY REMOVED ANY NEXUS BETWEEN BETWEEN THE

GOVERNMENTS DETERMINATION OF RESPONSIBILITY AND A CONTRACTOR’S ABILITY TO
PERFORM A CONTRACT.

THIS IS STILL A FREE COUNTRY. AT LEAST 50% OF US ARE NOT SOCIALIST EXCEPT FOR
GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS THAT REGULATE PRIVATE LIVES IN THIS COUNTRY. REGULATIONS
AND LAWS ARE TWO EDGED SWORDS, HELPING SOME AND HURTING OTHERS. ALL COMPANIES
AND PEQPLE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO DO BUSINESS WITH THE GOVERNMENT AND IT*S
AGENCIES. OUR TAX MONEY IS WHAT FUNDS THESE PLACES AND CONGRESS. WE SHOULD GET
BASIC AND ALLOW FREEDOM OF ENTERING CONTRACTS WITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES OR
ANYONE ELSE, WE SHOULD REALIZE THAT COMPETING WITH OTHER COUNTRIES IS WHAT
MAKES THIS COUNTRY SO GREAT AND POWERFUL.

I URGE THE FAR COUNCIL TO REPEAL THE CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY RULES.
SINCERELY,

ED TURNER
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